The Trumpet

Early History

The trumpet was first
used in Ancient Fpypt as carly as
1400 B.C. it was originally made
ot of wood, bamboo, or cane, bul
later was made from metal,  As
shown i historic art, the tnumpet
was a long, straight cone with a
flaring bell.  Durnng the Middle
Ages (l4th century), the trumpet
developed inlo an “87 shape and
shortly after that, mto the shape of
a loop.

Later Developments

Several people have been
involved in the evolution of the
trumpet. The first change made to
the trumpet, other than its shape,
was called the clarino. This
trumpet looked like a small version
of the trombone.  Also called the
slicie trumpet, the claving was able
to change scale by changing the
length of the tube by shiding it

The first person to add a
key to the trumpet was named
Koclbel, e was able o change the
key (scale) of his tnunpet afier he
put one key on the befl of the
instrument. [l was nol untl
Charles Cloggel began o develop
the valve in 1788, that the trumpel
was able to reach its fulf peicntial.
Other musicians accrediled 1o

changimg  the trumpet would be
Stolzel and Bluhmel {creators of the

rotary valve) and Widinger, who
added frve vales to the instrument.

Onc other musictan  who
made a vory interesting change to
the trumpel would have to be Be-
Bop musician, Bizzy Gillespie.
His trumpet was modified by
having the bell bent npwards, rather
than lacing straight,  Although
slories on how his trumpet ended
up this way vary, one rumowr has
it that somecme sat on s trumpet
& & party and bent the bell
Despite the damage caused, Dizzy
liked the sound of his new horn and
continued to play it that way.

Beginning Players

The trumpel is an
excellent instruiment for beginning
brass playvers.  The following are
some suggestions that would help
new plavers with the instmiment:

. Stodents sheuld be big encugh
to hold the instrument up and

have their hands in  proper
playing position,
2, Normal teeth, lip, and chip

formation make i easier for

leam the
Students  with
overbites, under bites, crooked
or strarght testh, or cven thick
or thin lips may have to adjust
their mouth position o get a
Proper sound.

students tor
mstrwnent.

3. Sivdenis witlr braces may find
it challenging as the braces
could cut into the lip. Students
can cither modily mouth
position or purchase a Brace
Guard.

In Performance

The trumpet 15 a very
versatile mstrment, meaning it can
play many style  of  mwusic,
Originally 1t was used in orchestral,
marching, and concert groups. Tt
madc ils way inio the jazr world
throngh  New  Orleans  Jazz
{sometimes called Dixietand) thanks
to musicians like Louis Armstrong.
Other Irampeters, Wynton
Marsalis, Thzzy Gillespie, and
Miles Davis, kept the trumpet’s
use In jazz music strong over the
YEars.
way mio the rock genre dunng the
funk and disco era with groups like
Sly and the Family Stone and KC

The trumpet also made its

and the Sunshine band. Groups
like the Reel Big Fish and
Goldlinger, make use of the

trumpet in rock music today.




