The Trombone

Early History

The term “trombonc”
comes from Haly., The word
“tromba” means drreapet and “one”
So the trombone 1s
truly & “large trumpet”. The name
i% suilable [or the wstrument as it
developed from an early version of
the trumpet called & slide trumpet.
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Ope  of  the carliest

troimbones was calted the sackbul,

which translates into “push-pull”.
1t was first illustrated in ihe art of
Burgundy in the 15005 lowcver,
first officiaily

it was usced in

Later Developments

The first maker and
player of the trombonc was named
Hans Neushel  1is version of the
trembone could only play Tour or
five scmitoncs {pitches) for the
side length. The trombone of
today can play seven semitones.
Rather than its size, the shapc of
the instrument has not changed
much since tts original creation,

Beginning Players

The trombone is one of
thc more  challenging  brass
instruments for beginner students.
The following are some suggesiions
that would help new plavers with
the horn:

I. Students should have a good
sense of pitch.  Thosc wilh
prior musical knowledge (such
as plano lessons) will find it
casicr 1o play the correct pitch.
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. New players should be strong
enough to hold the instrument,
particularly in the left arm as it
supporls  ahnost  the
weight of the instrument.
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. Normal  teeth, lip, and chip
tormation make it easier for
students to learn the
nstrument. Students  with
overbites, under bites, crooked
or straight teeth, or cven thick
or thin fips may have to adjust
their mouth position to get a
proper soungd,

4. Students with braces may find
it challenging as the braces
could cut inte the lip. Students

gan  either  modity  mouth

positon or purchase a DBrace
Guard.

In Perforinance

Much bke the trumper, the
trombone is an extremely useful
all  sorts of
ensemhbles. Beethoven was the first
composer 1o use the trombone In a
piece of orchestral music (m g
Filih Symphony).  The trombone
18 also very usetul wn concert and
marching band.
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The trombone has also been

vory popular in  jazz  music,
Musicians  Glenm Miller and
Canadian Rob McConnell have

made (he trombone very popular in
the big band.

Another use for the
trombone has been n several sivles
of rock, Disco bands ke K.C. and
the Sunshine Band, funk bands like
Sly and the lamily Stone, and ska
bands Wke Reel Big Fish have
brought the wrombone W  the
limetight of rack and roll history.




