The Saxophone

Early History

The saxophone i
prabably the most popular of all
the woodwind instruments.  Not
omly that, but it is the most modern
of afl the instroments.  En 18406,
Belgan Adolphe Saxe decided that
he wanted to £l m the pitch and
voiume range between the clannets
and the brass in the marching band.
Basrcaily, he was locking for a
louder wversion of the clarinet.
Hence, Lhe saxoplione was born and
comes mostly in four forms:
soprano, allg, tenor, and bartong
{tenor bemng the most popular),

Later Developments

Since the saxophone is so
new, very fow changes has beon
made to the instrument Hself. Only
a fizw alterations and additions have
been made to s basic mechanisms
(key structure).

On  the other  had,
performers such as John Coltrane
have been able o pioneer or create
itew uses [or it in perlormance. So,

Coltranc  did ool modify  the
instrument itsell’ rather he modified
some of the playing techmques,

Beginning Players

The saxophone is
probably the easicst of all the
woadwinds for beginning musicians
to pick up. llowever, there are a
few physical requirements that a
student needs to have in order to be
successfil on the instrument:

1. Students must be big enough to
hold the instroment,

2. Both hands must be big enough
to hold  the  instrument
properly. The hands
{cepeciabiy the left hand) musl
be able o reach the proper
ptaving POSIton withoul
louching any of the other keys,

3. Normal teeth, lip, and chip
formanon make it easier for
students 10 fearn the
insirument . Students  with
overbites, under bites, crooked
or straight teeth, or even thick
or thin lips may have to adjust

their mouth position to getl a
proper sound.

In Performance

The saxophone is
probably the most versatile of all
the woodwind instruments, 1t hag
madc many progressions in all
genres of music, cspectally  jazz.
Plavers such as John Calirane,
Coleman Hawkins, Charlie Parker,
and Lester Young have all found
ways 10 adapt the saxophone to
their own style of jazz.  Other
musiciang hke Kenny G continue to
make the saxophone popular in the
popular music category.  Rock
groups, such as the Cherry Poppin’
Daddies and Glueleg, are including
the saxophone in their repertoire.
Even many composers are finding
ways 1o incorporate the saxophone
mte  orchesiral  pieces. The
saxophone can also be used in
marching concert bands.




