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Grade 5-8 Music 
Welcome Back! In class, students are quickly getting back into routine.  The Grade 5’s are continuing to expand their skills on the recorder, while the Grade 6’s have chosen their instrument, learning how to put it together and play their first three notes.  The grade 7 and 8 students have finished their first assessments (Grade 7: Bb Concert scale; Grade 8: Eb concert scale.).  To make sure students are successful this year and start the year off with good habits, they should be reviewing class material/practising 2-3 times a week.  Continuous review and practice will help students have a successful year in music. 
Assessments and Evaluations: 
In music, students are assessed using co-created success criteria for performances and written assignments.  Students are given teacher feedback around what they need to work on and what they did well. This feedback will be given to students using Halton Cloud. After students perform on their instruments, they can go on to the Halton Cloud, read over my comments, write a reflection and set goals for the next assignment. Following this, students receive their mark and are responsible for putting it into the Music evaluation form on the Cloud.  There is space for parents to comment on how they might help their child achieve their goals. I encourage students and parents to go over this form periodically to help focus on goals to improve. 
Re-tests of Performances
Sometimes, it’s hard to play in front of a group of peers or maybe some students can have an 'off' day. Due to this, I allow re-tests.  Re-tests are conducted in class to the first five people who sign up on the board at the beginning of their music period.  Every student is allowed to re-do any test within the semester.  Students will always receive the higher grade between the test results.  Students are allowed to re-test the same test multiple times, as long as they are demonstrating improvement each time.  If a student receives the same grade or lower than previously evaluated, then he/she will be given only one more chance on that assignment. 
Instrument Care/ Proper use of materials 
Students are responsible for instruments and materials, including drum sticks.  If students do not use materials properly, they may be responsible for the repair of the damages or replacement of the material. 

Practice- Practice may not make Perfect- but you will Improve!
Don’t practise until you get it right; Practice until you can’t get it wrong. 
      1.  Schedule a regular weekly time to practice for about 20-30 minutes. 

2. Find a place for your child to practise- comfortable, well-lit, and free from distractions.

3. Encourage your child to review pieces practised in class

4. Encourage your child to come in for extra help if they are struggling

5. Encourage your child to play for you.

Sign in/out of instruments and book responsibilities: 
When a student signs out an instrument, it is loaned to that student only until the next school morning. It must be returned the next school morning at 8:55am. If the student does not return the instrument or book they will receive a strike. After 3 strikes, the student is not able to sign out an instrument for the remainder of the semester.  Instruments need to be returned due to the fact that several students need these instruments throughout the day and if it’s not returned, it can result in a student not being able to play for the instructional day. 

Instrument Rentals or purchasing: 
Several students choose to rent or purchase their own instrument. Due to several students playing the same instrument, sometimes taking out their instrument can result in disappointment because no instruments are left to be signed out.  This is one of the main reasons students choose to rent or purchase an instrument.  Owning the instrument makes scheduling practices much easier.  If you chose to rent or own an instrument, I recommend going to Long and McQuade  in Burlington to set up a rental or purchase. 

Grade 5 Music 
During the first term, grade 5s will participate in various forms of music presentation including; continuing to learn the recorder, vocal instruction, and rhythm during instruction on bucket drumming. The second term will consist of learning brass instruments in partners to prepare their embouchures for grade 6 Instrumental Music. 

Throughout the school year, students will be assessed on musical elements such as note reading, rhythm, dynamics, articulation, and form.  They will be assessed through co-created success criteria specific to each assignment and focus.  Students will implement select parts of the creative process. 

To help your child become successful, set regular weekly practice times for them to review concepts and practise their instrument. Some tests will include solo work, however there will be times where  group work will take place.  Your child can still practise their own part of a group performance by themselves.  Adequate time will be given for them to practise with their partner. 

Other assignments in their music class will focus on students composing their own piece of music in rondo form on the bucket drums.  These are in-class assignments. 

Grade 6 Music 
Choosing instruments can be an exciting time for our grade 6 students.  It is important that they choose an instrument that they like and will practise on a regular basis (2-3 times a week). When beginning an instrument, routine practice is essential to grasping the instrument and feeling successful. During practices, these steps should be followed: 

1) read the note names

2) practice fingering while saying the note name 

3) Play the notes in rhythm with a slow tempo then each time played correctly try and speed up the tempo. 

If students jump to step 3 right away this could cause frustration with the instrument.  In class, your child is encouraged to succeed and to bring home their instrument, so that they will be able to practise. There are also nutrition breaks in which your child can come to the music room to practise for a short period of time. 

In grade 6, classes learn a variety of musical elements and will have class time to discuss each one.  The students are also going to perform a variety of musical pieces to encompass portions of their assessments.  Some of these assessments will include solo performances on their instrument, understanding the form of theme and variation and composing in that form, and understanding how to harmonize using the I, IV, and V notes in a scale.
Grade 7 Music 
Grade 7 students will continue to enhance their knowledge on their instruments, composing and analyzing music.  We begin the year by studying the Bb concert scale and assess if the student is able to play a full scale on their given instrument.  As the year progresses their musical skills will develop as well and assignments will reflect those skills.  I expect each student to improve on their given instrument.  One way for your child to improve, other than practising in class, is for regular practise to happen at home (2-3 nights/week) with the instrument being signed out to come home.  Each student is aware of the instrument/book sign-out and the process of how to take home the instrument and/or the book for the night.  They will be encouraged to take out the instrument and practice. 

During the year, some of the key things that will be studied will be the history of The Blues and music in different cultures. While your child learns about the history of The Blues, they will study and understand the history and culture behind this genre, analyze select pieces of music, perform a Bb concert blues scale, and compose their own piece of music using the 12 bar blues form.  Your child will be expected to perform a solo piece, a duet, and group songs that will provide a background of music from different times and cultures. They will also perform a pre-composed bucket drumming trio.
Grade 8 Music 
Grade 8 students continue to develop their musicianship skills on their instrument, as well as composing and analyzing music.  In their final year of elementary music, the grade 8 music classes will focus on using the creative process.  The feedback will be through a variety of forms, which include assessment feedback, peer review, and critical reflection. 

Throughout the school year, and as stated earlier, the grade 8s will focus on many ways to develop their musicianship skills. This will be done through chord writing, analyzing songs from different cultures and eras, as well as performing and composing.  Through the aspect of composing, students will be expected to write for different mediums, which will include their given instrument and a bucket drumming quartet.  Each grade 8 student will be expected to perform their composition. 

To be a successful student in music, your child should review the different musical concepts learned in class. I would also encourage them to pursue anything in music that they find interesting, whether it is a select band or even a movement in music.  Students will be expected to practise outside of music class to further their skills as a musician. 

Website: 

My website is full of information including flashcards that can be printed for students who need to practise note reading and fingering positions, fingering charts and scales/practice pieces. 

Please encourage your children to check my website often and use it to help them improve in music. 

How to contact me: 
If you have and questions/concerns or comments, Please do not hesitate to contact me via email
carnegieb@hdsb.ca
Bryanne Carnegie
Designated music 

Grade 5-8
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please sign and Return this form to indicate you have read and understand the information:  

My   ______________________________ in class(es)  ___________  and I have read and understand 
                                      Child(ren) Name(s)                                                            Class #
what is expected of them in their music year. 

_____________________________

 (Parent Signature)
