The Clarinet

Early History

The earliest known
ancestor ol the clarnet was called
the chatimean.  Used in Anciemt
Greece, this woodwind instrument
had @ reed that was a pari of the
mamment  and @ required ne
mouthpiece, Finally, the range was
hmited to only one octave.

Despite the fact thal there
is evidence of an early version of
th= clarinet, the nvention of the
instrument i3 credited to a man
from MNuremberg named Johann
Christoph Denner.  In 1690, he
developed whalt he  called  the
speaker key {which we now call 2
register key) to extend the range of
the instrument. Furthermore, he
acded lwo keys that filled i some
of the gaps in the range of the
clarinet {namely the pitches A and
B}

Later Developments
After Denner created the
first version of the clarmct, more
keys were gradually added to get
the instrument we use  ioday.
Another clarinetist named lvan
Mueller designed and produced the
thirteen key model we are famihar
with. Later, two other inventors,
August Buffet Jr. and 11 B, Kiose
creaied two other parts called a
cluich and a sfeeve.  These fwo
parts allow for multi-key use {ar
what we call allernate fingerings).
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Beginning Players

The clarimet is a great
woodwind instrument for beginning
musicians to learn, especiatly those
who arc interested in leaming the
saxpphone.  Ilowever, there are a
few physical requirements that a
student needs to have in order to be
suceessiid on the instrument:

1. Students must be big enough to
trold the mstrument.

2. Both hands must be big encugh
io hold the instrument properly
and vover the holes.

3 Normal leeth, lip, and chip
formation malke 1. easicr for

suidents to  learn the
wsirment. Students  wilh
overbites, under bites, crooked
or siratght teeth, or even thick
or thin lips may have to adjust
their mouth position to get a
proper sound,

In Performance

Over  the  years, the
clarinet has been widely used in a
vartety ~ of  musical styles.

Musicians such as Phil Nimmens
comtinue to play the orchesiral
nusic  that  the clarinet  was
originally designed for. However,
other perlormers such as Benny
Guodman, Sidney Bechel, and
Artie Shaw have uscd the clarinet in
jazz enscmbles (from New Orleans
Jazz to Big Band). The clarinet is
also often found in concerl and
marching band scttings.




