The Guitar

Early History

‘The guitar has had a very
interesting history.  Although it is
uncertam as to where the goitar
cane from exactly, one of its
eavliest form was the Greek Lithra.
Tris instrument was made up of
double chorus (two strings very
close together, like the twelve string
auitar ot today) in the lower strings
and single chorus in the higher
strings.

The guitar, in loday’s form,
was first used in Spain during the
16th century. At the tme 1t was
caled the vifmela. Tt was mad up
of four or five choruses with a
parrow neck. This enitar was moch
simaller than the modern form.

Later Developments

Later, & Spanish guitarist

named Antomo de Torres Jurado
.de:it.ied t0  standardize  the
insirumernt for players in Europe.

To do this, he increased the size of

the instrument,, specified the string
length, and created the modern
playmg poaition {which is ofien
used by classical gustarists today).

In 1930, the first electric
guitar was invented,  Since then,
other musicians have made some
more mteresting discoverics far the
guilar I  more recent  ycars.
muitarist, Les  Paul
developed prototvpes {lest model)
for the sohd-bodied electric puitar
arountd 1040 Another puttarist,
named Leo Fender, developed the
basic amplifier and added tone and
volume controls to the suirar itself.

Famous

The models of the guitars creaed
by these two musicans are stll
used and favoured by many
guitarists foday.

Beginning Players

The guilar s a great
stringed ingtrument for boginning
musiclans to learn, however it (s a
very challenging instrument.  There
arc a few physical requirements
thal a student needs to have in
order to be successful on Lhe
insicument:

1. Students must be big enough io
hotd the instrmement.

2. Studenis st have arms long
enough to reach the first frets
easily (especially for the bass
guitar).

3. The gutar must be held with

the lell hand m proper plaving
position, the student
must be abie to reach all the
{rels with ease,

where

In Performance

The guitar can be used in
many types of bands.  Although
today the most common use for the
guitar is in rock bands, the guitar
can also play many types of
orchestral mmsic.  Antonmo Carlos
Jobim has made the puitar wvery
popular through Lalin American
music.  Freddie Green, Toe Pass,
Les Paul, and Wes Montgomery
have made the puitar very popular
and nsefal in many ivpes of jazz
music, Blues musicians like B.B.
King and Stevie Ray Vaughn have
had many influences on both blucs
and rock puitarists,  And althoogh
therc are too many rock guitansts
to name, some of the more virtuoso
musicians would have to be Jimi
Hendrix, Finuny Page (of Led

Zeppelin), and Eric Claplon,
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